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Summary 



The Joint Light Tactical Vehicle (JLTV) is currently being developed by the Army 
and the Marine Corps as a successor to the 1 1 different versions of the High Mobility, 
Multi-Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV) that have been in service since 1985. There are 
concerns about the affordability of JLTV s and its redundancy with other tactical wheeled 
vehicles. This report will be updated as events warrant. 



Background 1 

The JLTV is an Army-led multi-service initiative to develop a family of future light 
tactical vehicles to replace many of the 160,000 HMMWVs used by the armed service 
today. HMMWVs, which first entered service in 1985, were developed during the Cold 
War when improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and other anti- vehicle explosive devices 
were not a major factor in military planning. The HMMWV’ s demonstrated vulnerability 
to IEDs and the difficulties and costs experienced in “up-armoring” HMMWVs already 
in the inventory have led to renewed emphasis on vehicle survivability. With more than 
50% of the Army’s total tactical wheeled vehicle fleet nearing the end of its useful life, 
and with the needs of the services to repair equipment and grow their forces, the JLTV, 
with its scalable armor protection, is intended to replace a large portion of the HMMWV 
fleet. DOD officials have emphasized that JLTVs are not intended to replace HMMWVs 
“one for one.” 2 The Pentagon envisions HMMWVs remaining in service for many years 
to come; about 3,000 to 5,000 HMMWVs continue to be produced on an annual basis. 



1 Alan L. Gropman, “Combat Vehicle Sector Could be Headed for Turbulent Times,” National 
Defense, April 25, 2008, and James P. Miller, “Race is On to Replace Humvee,” Chicago 
Tribune, June 21, 2008. 

2 Kris Osborn, “DOD’s JLTV Becoming an International Effort,” Defense News, August 4, 2008. 
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